Study of immunisation status of rural children (12-23 months age) of district Jaipur, Rajasthan and factors influencing it: a hospital based study.
To outline the immunisation status of rural children and factors influencing it, a cross-sectional study was undertaken in the paediatric OPD of a medical college hospital among children (n = 300) in the age group of 12-23 months belonging to rural areas of the district Jaipur, Rajasthan. Parents of 300 children were interviewed using a preformed schedule. Children were labelled as 'completely immunised', 'partially immunised' or 'non-immunised' according to working definitions. Various socioeconomic, demographic, cultural, logistic and behavioural factors found to influence the immunisation status were outlined. Chi-square test and logistic regression analysis was done for statistical analysis. There were 100 children (33.3%) who were 'completely' immunised, 144 (48%) were 'partially' immunised and the remaining 56 (18.7%) were 'non-immunised'. The immunisation status was significantly influenced by the visit of the health worker at home, social class, religion, place of delivery, distance from the vaccination centre to child's residence, caste and education. Sex of the child, birth order and type of the family had no impact. The most common reasons for partial immunisation (n = 144) were: Parents' 'forgetfulness' of the schedule, adverse effects observed and not recalled by the health worker. The most common reasons for non-immunisation (n = 56) were lack of knowledge regarding vaccines and schedule, fear of 'injection' and busy in profession. The various factors found to influence the immunisation status of rural children need to be addressed in order to achieve millennium development goal of reducing under-five child mortality.